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Few er  d isast er s. 

Saf er  w or ld . 
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Dep ar t m en t  Pr o f i le 
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Dep ar t m en t :  Olan ch o  
Departm ent  Capital:  Jut icalpa 

Area:  23,905 km 2  

Olancho, largest  of the 18 departm ents, is located in eastern 

Honduras, north of El Paraíso. The departm ent  is regarded as 

having a wealth of natural resources with r ich biodiversity. The 

econom y is based prim arily in agriculture with extensive 

farm ing, cat t le ranching, and t im ber ext ract ion. The Guayape 

River in Olancho is known for it s gold deposits. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

RVA Com p on en t  Sco r es 
Table 1. Departm ent  scores and ranks (com pared across departm ents)  for each index. 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 
Mu l t i - Hazar d  

Ex p osu r e 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  Cop in g  Capaci t y  

H ig h  H ig h  Mod er at e H ig h  Low  

Score Rank (of 18)  Score Rank (of 18)  Score Rank (of 18)  Score Rank (of 18)  Score Rank (of 18)  

0.534 6 0.541 4 0.520 7 0.594 4 0.513 11 

Mu n icip a l i t y  Pop u lat ion  

 Campamento 21,814 

 Catacamas 126,982 

 Concordia 8,498 

 Dulce Nombre de Culm í 31,118 

 Esquipulas del Norte 11,496 

 Gualaco 22,769 

 Guarizama 7,942 

 Guata 12,385 

 Guayape 13,152 

 Jano 5,083 

 Jut icalpa 135,076 

 La Unión 8,038 

 Mangulile 9,495 

 Manto 11,748 

 Patuca 27,671 

 Salam á 7,859 

 San Esteban 26,781 

 San Francisco de Becerra 10,318 

 San Francisco de La Paz 20,183 

 Santa María del Real 10,875 

 Silca 8,135 

 Yocón 12,566 

 

    

5 5 4 ,2 8 2  

 Populat ion  

(2017)  

6 3 .2 %  

Populat ion in 

Poverty 

2 0 .0 %  

I lliterate Adult  

Populat ion 

7 6 .1  y r s 

Average Life  

Expectancy 

7 8 .9 %  

Household Access 

to Piped Water 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Ran k :  

H ig h  ( 6  o f  1 8 )  

Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce Ran k :   

H ig h  ( 4  o f  1 8 )  
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Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e ( MHE)  
Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e 1  Ran k :  7  o f  1 8  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .5 2 0 )  
Table 2. Est im ated am bient  populat ion 2 exposed to each hazard (2014) .  

 

1 0 0 %  
5 4 6 ,1 7 8  Peop le  

  

0 %  
0  Peop le  

 

7 2 %  
3 9 2 ,0 3 1  Peop le  

  

3 5 %  
1 9 3 ,2 0 4  Peop le  

 

1 %  
5 ,4 9 5  Peop le  

  

0 %  
0  Peop le  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                    
1 Multi-Hazard Exposure: Average exposure of the population to hazards. 
2 Ambient Population: 24-hour average estimate of the population in each department. Ambient population typically differs from census population. 

MHE 

Raw  MHE 

 Rela t iv e MHE 

Case St u d y :  Olan ch o  Aid  Fou n d at ion  I n c. 

The Olancho Aid Foundat ion I nc. is a nonprofit ,  faith-

based organizat ion that  empowers Honduran youth to 

t ransform  themselves, their communit ies, and their  

count ry through educat ion.  

Each year Mission Teams t ravel to Olancho from  

several different  states in the U.S. Some teams consist  

of small groups of 4-5 people, and others are groups of 

30+  people. Each team comes to help the underserved 

community in Jut icalpa, Olancho, Honduras. Teams 

host  medical clinics, complete const ruct ion projects, 

paint  and make repairs, and dist r ibute clothing to the 

poor in remote villages. I ntegrat ion of disaster- r isk 

informat ion into the foundat ion could increase the 

resilience of the populat ion. 

Cyclone  Seism ic 

Drought  I nland Flood 

Landslide Coastal Flood 
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Vu ln er ab i l i t y  ( V)  
Vu ln er ab i l i t y 3  Ran k :  4  o f  1 8  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  

0 .5 9 4 )  Vulnerability in Olancho is st rongly influenced by 

Econom ic Const raints, Environm ental St ress, I nform at ion 

Access Vulnerabilit y, and Clean Water Vulnerabilit y. The bar 

chart  on the r ight  indicates the socioeconom ic them es 

cont r ibut ing to the departm ent ’s overall score.  

 
Table 3. Com ponent  scores for each vulnerability subcom ponent . 

 

En v i r on m en t a l  

St r ess 
3 9 .0 %   
Forest  Loss 

Due to Pine 

Beet le 

Plague 

2 9 .4 %   
Water 

Shortage 

Area 

     

 

Vu ln er ab le 

Heal t h  St at u s 
1 7 .6  
I nfant  

Mortality 

Rate 

1 8 8 .1  
Maternal 

Mortality 

Rat io 

7 6 .1  
Life 

Expectancy 

(years)  

0 .7 %  
Acute 

Malnut rit ion 

Rate 

2 .1 %  
Populat ion 

Disabled 

0 .4 4 0  
Comm unicable 

Disease Sub-

I ndex 4 

0 .1 9 2  
Non-

Comm unicable 

Disease Sub-

I ndex 4 

 

Clean  W at er  

Vu ln er ab i l i t y  
7 8 .9 %  
Households 

Access to 

Piped Water 
 

5 3 .2 %  
Households 

Connected 

to Sewer 

or Sept ic 

System  

     

 

I n f o r m at ion  

Access 

Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

2 0 .0 %  
Adult  

I lliteracy  

5 .9  
Average 

Years of 

Schooling 

8 7 .1 %  
Enrollm ent  in 

Basic 

Educat ion 

9 6 .4 %  
Households 

without  

I nternet  

5 0 .5 %  
Households 

without  TV 

3 5 .0 %  
Households without  

Radio 

 

Econ om ic 

Con st r a in t s 
0 .7 7  
Econom ic 

Dependency 

Rat io 

6 3 .2 %  
Populat ion 

in Poverty 

0 .4 1  
GINI  

Coefficient  

    

 

Gen d er  

I n eq u al i t y  
0 .5 5  
Rat io of 

Fem ale to 

Male Land 

Ownership 

Rate 

1 .0 2  
Rat io of 

Fem ale to 

Male Hom e 

Ownership 

Rate 

0 .2 0  
Rat io 

Fem ale to 

Male 

Econom ic 

Act iv ity 

1 .1 2  
Rat io of 

Fem ale to 

Male 

Secondary 

Enrollm ent  

   

 

Pop u la t ion  

Pr essu r es 
2 .0 %  
Average 

Annual 

Populat ion 

Change 

6 .7 %  
Average 

Annual 

Urban 

Populat ion 

Change 

     

                                    
3 Vulnerability: The socioeconomic conditions that are associated with the susceptibility to disruptions in a country’s normal functions. 
4 Sub-indices: A combination of scaled indicators to represent a vulnerability theme (e.g. Communicable Disease). Values range from 0 (low) to 1 (high). 
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Cop in g  Cap aci t y  ( CC)  
Cop in g  Cap aci t y 5  Ran k :  1 1  o f  1 8  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  

0 .5 1 3 )  Olancho exhibits weaker Coping Capacity in the areas of 

Econom ic Capacity and I nfrast ructure (especially Health Care and 

Transportat ion) . The bar chart  on the r ight  indicates the 

socioeconom ic them es cont r ibut ing to the departm ent ’s overall 

Coping Capacity score.   

 
Table 4. Com ponent  scores for each coping capacity subcom ponent . 

 

Gov er n an ce 3 6 .3  
Homicides 

per 100k 

Persons 

9 4 .5  
Sexual 

Violence and 

Assault  per 

100k 

Persons 

1 8 .3 %  
Households 

with Public 

Garbage 

Collect ion 

6 9 .1 %  
Voter 

Part icipat ion 

(2013 

Elect ion)  

  

 

Econ om ic 

Cap aci t y  
3 3 .3 %   
Economic 

Act ivity Rate 

9 8 .5 %   
Employm ent  

Rate  

9 .3 %  
Populat ion in 

Highest  

Wealth 

Quint ile 

   

 

En v i r on m en t a l  

Cap aci t y  
3 4 .4 %  
Natural 

Protected 

Area 

 

     

 

I n f r ast r u ct u r e 

Cap aci t y  

      

 

 

Heal t h  Car e 

Cap aci t y  
3 .2  
Hospital 

Beds per 

10,000 

Persons 

1 .8  
Physicians 

per 10,000 

Persons 

7 .0  
Nurses per 

10,000 

Persons 

5 0 .2  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  

Hospital 

8 4 .8 %  
Children 

Completed 

I mmunizat ion 

Schedule 

 

 

Com m u n icat ion s 

Cap aci t y  
1 3 .6 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Fixed 

Phone Line 

5 9 .0 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Mobile 

Phone 

   

 

 

Tr an sp or t a t ion  

Cap aci t y  
5 2 .2  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  Port  

or Airport  

7 .8  k m  
Total Length 

of Road per 

km 2 (area)  

   

 

  

                                    
5 Coping Capacity: The systems, means, and abilities of a country to absorb and respond to events that could potentially disrupt normal function. 
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Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce ( LR)  
Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 6  Ran k :  4  o f  1 8  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .5 4 1 )   

Olancho’s Lack of Resilience score and ranking are due to high Vulnerabilit y com bined with 

low Coping Capacity scores.  

 
Table 5. The three them at ic areas with the weakest  relat ive scores. 

 

Econ om ic 

Con st r a in t s 
 

En v i r on m en t a l  

St r ess 
 

I n f o r m at ion  

Access 

Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

 

 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  ( MHR)  
Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk 7  Ran k :  6  o f  1 8  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .5 3 4 )   

Olancho’s Mult i-Hazard Risk score and ranking are due to m oderate Mult i-Hazard Exposure 

com bined with high Vulnerabilit y and low Coping Capacity scores. 

  

                                    
6 Lack of Resilience: The susceptibility to impact from the short-term inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disruptions to a country’s normal function. This 

index provides a hazard-independent look at current socio-economic conditions. 
7 Multi-Hazard Risk: The likelihood of losses or disruptions to a country’s normal function due to interaction between multi-hazard exposure, socioeconomic 

vulnerability, and coping capacity. 

Figure 59. Departm ent  m ult i-hazard r isk com ponent  scores com pared to overall average 

count ry scores 
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Su ccesses 

 

Low  v u ln er ab le h ea l t h  st a t u s 
Ranked 17 of 18 departm ents, low health vulnerabilit y could indicate a 

populat ion that  will be m ore resilient  to the negat ive health im pacts 

associated with m ajor disaster events. 

 

Low  p op u la t ion  p r essu r es 
Ranked 12 of 18 departm ents, lim ited populat ion change allows 

disaster m anagers to form  accurate evacuat ion, shelter ing, and 

resource plans. 

 

Hig h  ov er a l l  g ov er n an ce 
Ranked 5 of 18 departm ents, high governance could facilitate the 

im plem entat ion of disaster-m anagem ent  init iat ives into departm ental 

and m unicipal com m unit ies. 
 

Recom m en d at ion s 

 

I n cr eased  econ om ic op p or t u n i t y  
Provide educat ion and governm ent-backed incent ivized business 

program s to prom ote business developm ent  and growth, ult im ately 

decreasing vulnerabilit y within the departm ent . 

 

Pr om ot e en v i r on m en t a l  p r og r am s 
I nvest  in environm ental protect ion program s to preserve land and 

vegetat ion, increasing resiliency and coping capacity. 

 

I n cr ease in f o r m at ion  accessib i l i t y   
I ncrease access to inform at ion for the populat ion through 

investm ents in infrast ructure and educat ion. By increasing cit izen 

access to inform at ion, disaster m anagers can provide disaster-

related inform at ion to a greater percentage of the populat ion. 
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Bet ter solut ions. 

Fewer disasters. 

Safer world. 
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