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NDPBA Guatemala Report: Department Profile

Department: Santa Rosa

Department Capital: Cuilapa

Area: 2,295 km?

Santa Rosa is in southern Guatemala, bordering the Pacific Ocean, and is
characterized by a variety of climates. Agricultural products include
livestock and coffee. The department is known for its cheeses and butters.
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Table 1. Department scores and ranks (compared across departments) for each index

Multi-Hazard Risk Lack of Resilience Mlélxtgg'sizraerd Vulnerability Coping Capacity
Low Low Moderate Very Low Moderate

Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22)

0.469 16 0.492 16 0.425 14 0.397 19 0.414 13
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Multi-Hazard Exposure (MHE)
Multi-Hazard Exposure' Rank: 14 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.425)

Table 2. Estimated ambient population? exposed to each hazard
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A String of Disasters MHE
In August and September 2011, Santa Rosa Raw MHE
suffered a string of natural disasters Relative MHE
devastating the region. Rainfall 40% above
normal in August, according to INSIVUMEH,
caused the San Juan River to overflow its banks
and created avalanches and landslides cutting
off villages and killing four residents. In
September, six earthquakes struck Guatemala
ranging from 4.5 to 5.8 magnitude on the
Richter scale. The southeastern area of Santa
Rosa was the most impacted by earthquakes,
with almost 5,000 people affected and more
than 1,200 houses damaged. CONRED set up
nine refuge centers for 3,500 people.

http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/2926

! Multi-Hazard Exposure: Average exposure of the population to hazards.

2 Ambient Population: 24-hour average estimate of the population in each department. Ambient population typically differs from census population.
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Vulnerability (V)

Vulnerability® Rank:
(Score: 0.397)
influenced by Clean

Vulnerability
Water

19 of 22 Departments
in Santa Rosa
Vulnerability and
Economic Constraints. The bar chart on the right
indicates the socioeconomic themes contributing to

the department’s overall Vulnerability score.

Table 3. Component scores for each Vulnerability sub-component
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3 Vulnerability: The socioeconomic conditions that are associated with the susceptibility to disruptions in a country’s normal functions.
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Coping Capacity (CC)

Coping Capacity* Rank:

13 of 22 Departments

(Score: 0.414) Santa Rosa displays a moderate level of

Coping Capacity, which is attributable to low Governance

and Environmental Capacity. The bar chart on the right

indicates the socioeconomic themes contributing to the

department’s overall Coping Capacity score.

Table 4. Component scores for each Coping Capacity sub-component
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4 Coping Capacity: The systems, means, and abilities of a country to absorb and respond to events that could potentially disrupt normal function.
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Lack of Resilience (LR)
Lack of Resilience® Rank: 16 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.492)

Santa Rosa’s score and ranking are due to very low Vulnerability combined with moderate Coping
Capacity scores.

Table 5. The 3 thematic areas with the weakest relative scores

Economic Economic
Capacity Constraints

Clean Water
Vulnerability

Multi-Hazard Risk (MHR)
Multi-Hazard Risk® Rank: 16 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.469)

Santa Rosa’s score and ranking are due to moderate Multi-Hazard Exposure combined with very
low Vulnerability and moderate Coping Capacity scores.

MHE
Multi-Hazard Risk

Multi-Hazard Exposure

Vulnerability —Santa Rosa
Coping Capacity Coatamials
Vulnerability

Lack of Coping
Capacity

Figure 1. Department Multi-Hazard Risk component scores compared to overall average
country scores

5 Lack of Resilience: The susceptibility to impact from the short-term inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disruptions to a country’s normal function. This index provides a hazard-
independent look at current socioeconomic conditions.

6 Multi-Hazard Risk: The likelihood of losses or disruptions to a country’s normal function due to interaction between multi-hazard exposure, socioeconomic vulnerability, and coping capacity.

6
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Successes

LSS

Low gender inequality

Ranked 21 of 22 departments, low gender inequality indicates that
vulnerable populations are more likely to have their needs met under
‘normal’ conditions and may be less susceptible during times of disaster.

High information access

High information access indicates that the population has an increased
ability to access and comprehend disaster-related information before,
during, and after events.

High health care capacity

Ranked 3 of 22 departments, high health care capacity indicates that the
population will have access to healthcare services before, during, and after
a disaster.

Recommendations

01

Provide business opportunities and education

Institute programs to provide independent economic opportunities in
the department. Increased economic capacity will decrease
vulnerability in emergencies.

Increase government water services

Investments in public water and sewer facilities will help to decrease
vulnerability and increase access to clean water during a disaster.
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