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Dep ar t m en t :  Qu ich é  

Departm ent  Capital:  Santa Cruz del Quiché 

Area:  8,378 km 2 

Quiché is located in the northern part  of Guatem ala and is one of 

the m ore populous departm ents in the count ry. Alm ost  90%  of the 

departm ent ’s populat ion is of Mayan descent .  

 

 

   

Mu n icip a l i t y  Pop u lat ion  

Chichicastenango 169,162 

Santa Cruz del Quiché 125,415 

I xcán 118,886 

Nebaj  102,519 

Joyabaj  93,352 

Uspantán 80,528 

Chajul 65,282 

Zacualpa 61,927 

Sacapulas 52,792 

Cunén 41,816 

Chicamán 41,646 

San Pedro Jocopilas 32,443 

San Juan Cotzal 31,794 

Chiché 31,431 

San Andrés Sajcabajá 28,814 

San Antonio I lotenango 22,614 

San Bartolom é Jocotenango 19,400 

Canillá 14,075 

Chinique 12,169 

Pachalum  9,237 

Patzité 6,564 

  

 

 

RVA Com p on en t  Sco r es 

Table 9. Departm ent  scores and ranks (com pared across departments)  for each index 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 
Mu l t i - Hazar d  

Ex p osu r e 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  Cop in g  Capaci t y  

Ver y  H ig h  Ver y  H ig h  Mod er at e Ver y  H ig h  Ver y  Low  

Score Rank (of 22)  Score Rank (of 22)  Score Rank (of 22)  Score Rank (of 22)  Score Rank (of 22)  

0.632 1 0.638 3 0.621 9 0.587 4 0.311 20 

  

1 ,1 6 1 ,8 6 5  

Populat ion  

(2017)  

7 4 .7 %  

Populat ion in 

Poverty 

2 7 .2 %  

I lliterate Adult  

Populat ion 

8 3 .3 %  

Access to 

I m proved Water 

Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce Ran k :   
Ver y  Hig h  ( 3  o f  2 2 )  

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Ran k :   
Ver y  Hig h  ( 1  o f  2 2 )  
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Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e ( MHE)  

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e 1  Ran k :  9  o f  2 2  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .6 2 1 )  

Table 10. Est imated ambient  populat ion 2 exposed to each hazard 

 

5 2 %  
4 4 2 ,7 5 4  Peop le  

 

 

1 0 0 %  
8 4 7 ,6 6 0  Peop le  

 

 

7 4 %  
6 2 4 ,8 8 7  Peop le  

 

 

3 %  
2 7 ,5 1 8  Peop le  

Second- lowest  

flooding exposure 

in the count ry  

 

1 8 %  
1 5 4 ,0 7 6  Peop le  

 

 

  

                                    
1 Multi-Hazard Exposure: Average exposure of the population to hazards. 
2 Ambient Population: 24-hour average estimate of the population in each department. Ambient population typically differs from census population. 

Th e Op en -Ai r  Mar k et  o f  Ch ich icast en an g o  

Market  day t radit ionally takes place on Thursdays 

and Sundays. The marketers come down from 

the mountains and from other villages to the 

cent ral plaza between the church of Santo Tomas 

and the chapel of the Calvary to sell their goods 

in an impressive nat ive market  that  has hardly 

changed over the centuries. The flor ists 

congregate on the steps of the church, and the 

st reets are flanked by weavings, masks carved 

from wood, and pieces of pot tery among other 

handicrafts. 

ht tp: / / www.turansa.com / paginas/ guatem ala_departm

ents/ quiche.htm  

MHE 

Raw  MHE 

 Rela t iv e MHE 
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Vu ln er ab i l i t y  ( V)   

Vu ln er ab i l i t y 3  Ran k :  4  o f  2 2  Dep ar t m en t s 

( Sco r e:  0 .5 8 7 )  Vulnerabilit y in Quiché is pr im arily 

dr iven by I nform at ion Access Vulnerabilit y, Gender 

I nequality, and Econom ic Const raints. The bar chart  

on the r ight  indicates the socioeconom ic them es 

cont r ibut ing to the departm ent ’s overall Vulnerabilit y 

score.  

Table 11. Com ponent  scores for each Vulnerability sub-component  

 

En v i r on m en t a l  
St r ess 

3 5 %   
Province at  

Drought  

Risk 

0 .6 8 %   
Annual 

Forest  

Change 

     

 

Vu ln er ab le 
Heal t h  St at u s 

2 5  
I nfant  

Mortality 

Rate 

1 1 3 .4  
Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

0 .2 %  
Acute 

Malnut r it ion 

1 .2 %  
Populat ion 

Disabled 

7 .6  
TB 

I ncidence 

2 .6  
Dengue 

Prevalence 

7 .4  
Malar ia 

Prevalence 

 

Clean  W at er  
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

8 3 .3 %  
Households 

with Access 

to I mproved 

Water 

 

3 8 .5 %  
Households 

with Access 

to 

I mproved 

Sanitat ion 

     

 

I n f o r m at ion  
Access 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

2 7 .2 %  
Adult  

I lliteracy  

4 .5  
Average 

Years of 

Schooling 

7 1 .8 %  
Primary 

School 

Enrollm ent  

4 .7 %  
Households 

with 

I nternet  

3 3 .0 %  
Households 

with Cable 

TV 

6 9 .8 %  
Households 

with Radio 

8 8 .6 %  
Speak 

I ndigenous 

Language 

 

Econ om ic 
Con st r a in t s 

1 .0 5  
Economic 

Dependency 

Rat io 

7 4 .7 %  
Populat ion 

in Poverty 

0 .5 0  
GI NI  

Coefficient  

    

 

Gen d er  
I n eq u al i t y  

0 .0 %  
Female 

Seats in 

Congress 

0 .1 1  
Rat io of 

Female to 

Male 

Secondary 

Educat ion 

Enrollm ent  

0 .2 4  
Rat io of 

Female to 

Male 

Economic 

Act iv ity  

    

Pop u la t ion  
Pr essu r es 

5 .1 %  
Average 

Annual 

Populat ion 

Change 

1 .1 %  
Average 

Annual 

Urban 

Populat ion 

Change 

4 9 .9 %  
Food 

I nsecur ity  

    

                                    
3 Vulnerability: The socioeconomic conditions that are associated with the susceptibility to disruptions in a country’s normal functions. 
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Cop in g  Cap aci t y  ( CC)   

Cop in g  Cap aci t y 4  Ran k :  2 0  o f  2 2  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  

0 .3 1 1 )  Quiché displays a very low level of Coping Capacity,  

which is at t r ibutable to Econom ic Capacity and 

Transportat ion I nfrast ructure. The bar chart  on the r ight  

indicates the socioeconom ic them es cont r ibut ing to the 

departm ent ’s overall Coping Capacity score.   

Table 12. Component  scores for each Coping Capacity sub-component  

 

Gov er n an ce 6 9 .9  
Crim e 

Vict ims per 

100K  

1 8 .6 %  
Households 

with 

Garbage 

Collect ion 

    

 

Econ om ic 
Cap aci t y  

$ 3 1 2 .4  
Remit tances 

per Capita 

(USD)  

3 .3   
Businesses 

per 1,000 

persons 

4 ,3 0 9 .9   

GDP per 

Capita 

(Quetzales)  

   

 

En v i r on m en t a l  
Cap aci t y  

6 .3 %  
Protected 

Land 

 

0 .9 %  
Reforested 

Area 

 

    

 

I n f r ast r u ct u r e
Cap aci t y  

      

 

 

Heal t h  Car e 
Cap aci t y  

4 .0  
Hospital 

Beds per 

10,000 

Persons 

2 .0  
Nurses per 

10,000 

Persons 

2 .2  
Physicians 

per 10,000 

Persons 

2 8 .2  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  

Hospital 

9 8 .3 %  
Children 

Completed 

I mmunizat ion 

Schedule 

 

 

Com m u n icat ion s 
Cap aci t y  

2 .9 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Fixed 

Phone Line 

7 9 .5 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Mobile 

Phone 

8 7 .1 4 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Elect r icity  

  

 

 

Tr an sp or t a t ion  
Cap aci t y  

1 5 .5  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  Port  

or Airport  

1 5 .4  k m  
Total Length 

of Road per 

100 km 2 

(area)  

   

  

                                    
4 Coping Capacity: The systems, means, and abilities of a country to absorb and respond to events that could potentially disrupt normal function. 
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Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce ( LR)  

Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 5  Ran k :  3  o f  2 2  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .6 3 8 )   

Quiché’s score and ranking are due to very high Vulnerabilit y com bined with very low Coping 

Capacity scores.  

 

Table 13. The 3 Themat ic areas with the weakest  relat ive scores 

 

I n f o r m at ion  
Access 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

 

Econ om ic 
Cap aci t y  

 

Gen d er  
I n eq u al i t y  

 

 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  ( MHR)  

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk 6  Ran k :  1  o f  2 2  Dep ar t m en t s ( Sco r e:  0 .6 3 2 )   

Quiché’s score and ranking are due to m oderate Mult i-Hazard Exposure with very high 

Vulnerabilit y and very low Coping Capacity scores. 

  

                                    
5 Lack of Resilience: The susceptibility to impact from the short-term inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disruptions to a country’s normal function. This index provides 

a hazard-independent look at current socioeconomic conditions. 
6 Multi-Hazard Risk: The likelihood of losses or disruptions to a country’s normal function due to interaction between multi-hazard exposure, socioeconomic vulnerability, and coping 

capacity. 

Figure 1. Departm ent  Mult i-Hazard Risk Com ponent  scores com pared to overall 

average count ry scores 
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Su ccesses 

 

Low  v u ln er ab le h ea l t h  st a t u s 
Ranked 18 of 22 departm ents, low health vulnerabilit y could indicate a 

populat ion that  will be m ore resilient  to the negat ive health im pacts 

associated with m ajor disaster events. 

 

Hig h  ov er a l l  g ov er n an ce 
Ranked 5 of 22 departm ents, high governance could facilitate the 

im plem entat ion of disaster m anagement  init iat ives into departm ental 

and m unicipal com m unit ies.  
  

 

Recom m en d at ion s 

 

I n cr ease b u sin ess d ev elop m en t  

I nvest  in business developm ent  and educat ion program s to boost  

econom ic capacity and increase the number of businesses and the 

likelihood of success of those businesses.   

 

I n v est  in  com m u n icat ion  in f r ast r u ct u r e 

I nvest  in com m unicat ion infrast ructure to allow for easier access to 

inform at ion and educat ion m aterial, increasing literacy and situat ional 

awareness of the populat ion.   

 

0 1  

0 2  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bet ter solut ions. 

Fewer disasters. 

Safer world. 
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