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Department: Huehuetenango

Department Capital: Huehuetenango

Area: 7,403 km?2

Huehuetenango is located in the western highlands region of Guatemala
‘ and borders Mexico both to the north and west. Huehuetenango has the

most ethnically diverse populations with many of the local Mayan groups

speaking their own languages.
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Lack of Resilience Rank:
RVA Component Scores High (6 of 22)

Table 1. Department scores and ranks (compared across departments) for each index

Multi-Hazard Risk Lack of Resilience Mlélxtg;lsizrzrd Vulnerability Coping Capacity
Moderate High Moderate Moderate Very Low
Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22)

0.541 10 0.575 6 0.471 12 0.466 11 0.316 19
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Multi-Hazard Exposure (MHE)
Multi-Hazard Exposure' Rank: 12 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.471)

Table 2. Estimated ambient population? exposed to each hazard
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Save the Children MHE
Save the Children opened its offices in Guatemala Raw MHE
in 1999. Save the Children works alongside
community and national stakeholders to increase Relative MHE

access to quality early-child development and
bilingual, multicultural education across almost 80
communities in the departments of Quiche,
Huehuetenango, and Solola. Save the Children
promotes early childhood-development training for
parents and activities for teachers, targeted school
health and nutrition strategies for creating healthier
learning environments, youth financial literacy, and
the promotion of learner-centered teaching
methodologies that ease children's transitions to
formal education, while celebrating their cultural
heritage and individual learning styles.

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpl4E/
b.6151425/

! Multi-Hazard Exposure: Average exposure of the population to hazards.

2 Ambient Population: 24-hour average estimate of the population in each department. Ambient population typically differs from census population.
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Vulnerability (V)

Vulnerability® Rank: 11
(Score: 0.466) Vulnerability in Huehuetenango is
Information
Economic Constraints,
Water Vulnerability. The bar chart on the right
indicates the socioeconomic themes contributing to

primarily driven
Vulnerability,

by

of 22 Departments

the department’s overall Vulnerability score.

Table 3. Component scores for each Vulnerability sub-component
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3 Vulnerability: The socioeconomic conditions that are associated with the susceptibility to disruptions in a country’s normal functions.
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Coping Capacity (CC)
Coping Capacity* Rank:

19 of 22 Departments

(Score: 0.316) Huehuetenango displays a very low level

of Coping Capacity, which is attributable to very low
Economic Capacity and Infrastructure Capacity. The bar
chart on the right indicates the socioeconomic themes

contributing to the department’s overall Coping Capacity

Score.

Table 4. Component scores for each Coping Capacity sub-component
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4 Coping Capacity: The systems, means, and abilities of a country to absorb and respond to events that could potentially disrupt normal function.
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Lack of Resilience (LR)
Lack of Resilience® Rank: 6 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.575)

Huehuetenango’s score and ranking are due to moderate Vulnerability combined with very low
Coping Capacity scores.

Table 5. The 3 thematic areas with the weakest relative scores
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Multi-Hazard Risk (MHR)
Multi-Hazard Risk® Rank: 10 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.541)

Huehuetenango’s score and ranking are due to moderate Multi-Hazard Exposure combined with
moderate vulnerability and very low Coping Capacity scores.

MHE
Multi-Hazard Risk

Multi-Hazard Exposure

Vulnerability ——Huehuetenango
Coping Capacity —Guatemala
Vulnerability

Lack of Coping
Capacity

Figure 1. Department Multi-Hazard Risk component scores compared to overall
average country scores

5 Lack of Resilience: The susceptibility to impact from the short-term inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disruptions to a country’s normal function. This index provides a hazard-
independent look at current socioeconomic conditions.

6 Multi-Hazard Risk: The likelihood of losses or disruptions to a country’s normal function due to interaction between multi-hazard exposure, socioeconomic vulnerability, and coping capacity.

6



NDPBA Guatemala Report: Department Profile
Successes

Low environmental stress

Ranked 21 of 22 departments, low environmental stress indicates that
natural resources and agriculture will be more resilient to the effects of a
disaster and may recover faster.

Low population pressure

Ranked 18 of 22 departments, limited population change allows disaster
managers to form accurate evacuation, sheltering, and resource plans.

<L

Recommendations

Invest in communication infrastructure

O 1 Increase access to communications for the population through investments
in infrastructure and education. By increasing citizen access to information,
disaster managers can provide disaster-related information to a greater
percentage of the population.

| ncrease economic opportunity

02 Investment in business development and public education to increase
economic capacity.
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