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Department: Chimaltenango

Department Capital: Chimaltenango

Area: 1,979 km?2

Chimaltenango is located in central Guatemala, immediately to the west of

the departments of Sacatepéquez and Guatemala. The municipality of
[ 4 Tecpéan in Chimaltenango is called the 'first capital of Guatemala,' as the

first permanent Spanish colonial military center of the nation.
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Multi-Hazard Risk Rank: Lack of Resilience Rank:

Very High (3 of 22) Very Low (11 of 22)

RVA Component Scores

Table 1. Department scores and ranks (compared across departments) for each index

Multi-Hazard Risk Lack of Resilience MLIJEL}L-oHsizraerd Vulnerability Coping Capacity
Very High Moderate Very High Moderate Moderate
Score  Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score Rank (of 22) Score  Rank (of 22) | Score Rank (of 22)

0.586 3 0.518 11 0.722 2 0.441 13 0.405 14
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Multi-Hazard Exposure (MHE)
Multi-Hazard Exposure' Rank: 2 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.722)

Table 2. Estimated ambient population? exposed to each hazard
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Pounds of Prevention

“After hurricanes Stan in 2005 and Mitch in 1998, USAID Raw MHE
and its partners began a program to train staff to serve Relatis@ MHE
as liaisons to government officials, oversee risk-reduction
projects, manage emergency shelters, coordinate with
local police and fire departments, and plug into the wider
national emergency-response system to ensure the
effectiveness of all related investments. The municipal
risk-management office coordinates the activities of 27
local disaster-management committees, one in each
participating village in Tecpan. This knowledge and
training helped save lives in May 2010 when Tropical
Storm Agatha’s rains caused a landslide in the village of
Giralda. Fortunately, no fatalities occurred because one
active program participant heeded warning signs and
evacuated his neighbors away from the steep slopes of
the village in advance of the storm.”

USAID: Pounds of Prevention — A Disaster Risk Reduction
Story

! Multi-Hazard Exposure: Average exposure of the population to hazards.

2 Ambient Population: 24-hour average estimate of the population in each department. Ambient population typically differs from census population.
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Vulnerability (V)
Vulnerability® Rank:

13 of 22 Departments

(Score: 0.441) Vulnerability in Chimaltenango is

primarily driven by Information Access Vulnerability

and Economic Constraints. The bar chart on the right
indicates the socioeconomic themes contributing to
the department’s overall Vulnerability score.

Table 3. Component scores for each Vulnerability sub-component
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3 Vulnerability: The socioeconomic conditions that are associated with the susceptibility to disruptions in a country’s normal functions.
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Coping Capacity (CC)

Coping Capacity* Rank: 14 of 22 Departments
(Score: 0.405) Chimaltenango displays a medium

level of Coping Capacity, which is attributable to low
Economic Capacity and Healthcare Infrastructure. The
bar chart on the right indicates the socioeconomic
the department’s overall

themes contributing to
Coping Capacity score.

Table 4. Component scores for each Coping Capacity sub-component
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4 Coping Capacity: The systems, means, and abilities of a country to absorb and respond to events that could potentially disrupt normal function.
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Lack of Resilience (LR)
Lack of Resilience® Rank: 11 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.518)

Chimaltenango’s score and ranking are due to moderate Vulnerability and Coping Capacity scores.

Table 5. The 3 thematic areas with the weakest relative scores

Economic Economic
Capacity Constraints

Health Care
Capacity

Multi-Hazard Risk (MHR)
Multi-Hazard Risk® Rank: 3 of 22 Departments (Score: 0.586)

Chimaltenango’s score and ranking are due to very high Multi-Hazard Exposure combined with
moderate Vulnerability and Coping Capacity scores.

MHE

Multi-Hazard Risk
Multi-Hazard Exposure

Vulnerability - Chimaltenango

Coping Capacity Guatemala

Lack of Coping Vulnerability

Capacity

Figure 1. Department Multi-Hazard Risk component scores compared to overall
average country scores

5 Lack of Resilience: The susceptibility to impact from the short-term inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disruptions to a country’s normal function. This index provides a hazard-
independent look at current socioeconomic conditions.

6 Multi-Hazard Risk: The likelihood of losses or disruptions to a country’s normal function due to interaction between multi-hazard exposure, socioeconomic vulnerability, and coping capacity.

6
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Successes

LKL

Low vulnerable health status

Ranked 20 of 22 departments, low health vulnerability indicates a
population that will be more resilient to the negative health impacts
associated with major disaster events.

Low gender inequality

Ranked 18 of 22 departments, low gender inequality indicates that
vulnerable populations are more likely to have their needs met under
‘normal’ conditions and may be less susceptible during times of disaster.
High transportation capacity

Ranked 1 of 22 departments, well developed transportation networks
facilitate the movement of goods and services, decreasing wait times for
response and relief supplies.

Recommendations

EE
N —

I ncrease economic capacity

Encourage business development and education programs to increase
economic opportunities in the region.

Increase health care availability

Increase clinics and medical personnel through incentivized programs and
investments to increase the health resilience of the population.
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