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Pr ov in ce:  San t o  Dom in g o  

Province Capital:  Santo Dom ingo 

Area:  1,457 km 2 

Located in the south of the count ry, Santo Dom ingo is the indust r ial, 

com m ercial and financial center of the count ry. I t ’s city, of the sam e nam e, 

is the oldest  and m ost  populous in The Caribbean. 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RVA Com p on en t  Sco r es 

Table 1. Province Scores and Ranks (compared across Provinces)  for each I ndex 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 
Mu l t i - Hazar d  

Ex p osu r e 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  Cop in g  Capaci t y  

H ig h  Ver y  Low  Ver y  H ig h  Ver y  Low  Ver y  H ig h  

Score Rank (of 32)  Score Rank (of 32)  Score Rank (of 32)  Score Rank (of 32)  Score Rank (of 32)  

0.538 8 0.392 29 0.829 2 0.328 28 0.544 6 

  

Mu n icip a l i t y  Pop u lat ion  

Santo Dom ingo Este  1,100,336 

Santo Dom ingo Oeste   421,299 

Santo Dom ingo Norte  613,833 

Boca Chica  164,670 

San Antonio  

De Guerra 
50,972 

Pedro Brand 85,825 

Los Alcarr izos 316,284 

2 ,7 5 3 ,2 1 9  
Populat ion  

(2017)  

3 4 .6 %  
Populat ion in 

Poverty 

8 .7 %  
I lliterate 

Populat ion 

1 9 .9  
I nfant  Mortality 

Rate 

8 9 %  
Access to 

I m proved Water 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  Ran k :  

H ig h  ( 8  o f  3 2 )  

Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce Ran k :   

Ver y  Low  ( 2 9  o f  3 2 )  
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Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e ( MHE)  

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e 1  Ran k :  2  o f  3 2  Pr ov in ces ( Sco r e:  0 .8 2 9 )  

Table 2. Est im ated ambient  populat ion 2 exposed to each hazard 

 

1 0 0 %  
2 ,1 8 8 ,0 7 7  
Peop le  

 

 

9 5 %  
2 ,0 8 7 ,6 6 9  
Peop le  

 

 

7 9 %  
1 ,7 2 5 ,5 6 4  
Peop le  

 

 

6 %  
1 3 4 ,2 5 2  Peop le  

 

  

 

 

1 1 %  
2 2 9 ,7 6 8  Peop le  

 

 

 

                                       

1 Mu l t i - Hazar d  Ex p osu r e :  Average exposure of the populat ion to hazards. 
2 Am b ien t  Pop u lat ion :  24-hour average est im ate of the populat ion in each province. Ambient  populat ion typically differs from  census populat ion. 

Case Study:  Post -Storm  Recovery in the DR 

I n October 2007, the Dominican Republic was 

st ruck by Tropical Storm  Noel and, five weeks 

later, by Tropical Storm  Olga. Water infrast ructure 

was severely damaged by these events, requir ing 

the count ry to work with the United Nat ions to 

design and implement  the Em ergency Recovery 

and Disaster Management  Project  from  2008 to 

2016. For the durat ion of the project , “over a 

m illion gallons of dr inking water were provided to 

the populat ion cut  off from  the regular water 

supply”  in Santo Domingo as the count ry worked 

to restore the city’s water t reatment  facilit ies. 

“Cont r ibut ing to Post -Storm  Recovery in the Dominican 

Republic”  – The World Bank, 19 October 2017  

MHE 
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Vu ln er ab i l i t y  ( V)  

Vu ln er ab i l i t y 3  Ran k :  2 8  o f  3 2  Pr ov in ces ( Sco r e:  

0 .3 2 8 )  Vulnerabilit y in Santo Dom ingo is notably 

influenced by a high Pop u la t ion  Pr essu r es .   The bar 

chart  on the r ight  indicates the socioeconom ic them es 

cont r ibut ing to the Province’s overall Vulnerabilit y score.  

Table 3. Component  Scores for each Vulnerability Sub-component  

 

En v i r on m en t a l  
St r ess 

0 .0 3 %   
Province 

Suscept ible 

to Drought  

0 .5 %   
Average 

Annual 

Forest  

Change 

    

 

Vu ln er ab le 
Heal t h  St at u s 

1 9 .9  
I nfant  

Mortality 

Rate 

8 4 .6  
Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

8 .7  
Chronic 

Malnut r it ion 

7 .2 %  
Populat ion 

Disabled 

  

 

Clean  W at er  
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

1 1 .0 %  
Households 

without  

Access to 

I mproved 

Water 

3 .5 %  
Households 

without  

Access to 

Flush Toilets 

    

 

I n f o r m at ion  
Access 
Vu ln er ab i l i t y  

8 .7 %  
I lliteracy  

8 0 .3 %  
Primary 

School 

Enrollm ent  

8 2 .8 %  
Households 

without  

I nternet  

1 5 .3 %  
Households 

without  TV 

4 6 .9 %  
Households 

without  

Radio 

7 .6  
Average 

years of 

Schooling 

 

Econ om ic 
Con st r a in t s 

5 3 .7  
Economic 

Dependency 

Rat io 

3 4 .6 %  
Populat ion in 

Poverty 

2 0 .7 %  
CEP 

Beneficiar ies 

   

 

Gen d er  
I n eq u al i t y  

3 5 .6 %  
Female 

Seats in 

Government  

1 .1  
Female to 

Male Years 

of Schooling 

0 .3 6  
Female to 

Male Labor 

Rat io 

   

Pop u la t ion  
Pr essu r es 

2 .1 8 %  
Average 

Annual 

Populat ion 

Change 

8 .6 %  
Average 

Annual 

Urban 

Populat ion 

Change 

    

  

                                       

3 Vu ln er ab i l i t y :  The socioeconomic condit ions that  are associated with the suscept ibilit y to disrupt ions in a count ry’s norm al funct ions. 
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Cop in g  Cap aci t y  ( CC)  

Cop in g  Cap aci t y 4  Ran k :  6  o f  3 2  Pr ov in ces ( Sco r e:  0 .5 4 4 )  

The them at ic areas with the weakest  relat ive scores are 

En v i r on m en t a l  Cap aci t y , Heal t h  Car e Cap aci t y  and 

Gov er n an ce .  The bar chart  on the r ight  indicates the 

socioeconom ic them es cont r ibut ing to the province’s overall 

Coping Capacity score.   

Table 4. Component  Scores for each Coping Capacity Sub-component  

 

Econ om ic 
Cap aci t y  

0 .9 1  
Debt  to 

Service Rat io 

9 2 .7 %   
Employm ent  

Rate (Male)  

RD$  
2 5 ,5 5 5  
Average 

Annual 

I ncome per 

Capita 

   

 

Gov er n an ce 6 5 .4 %  
Registered 

Voter 

Part icipat ion 

(2016 

Elect ion)  

1 6 .7  
Homicide 

Rate per 

100k 

persons 

8 0 .0 %  
Households 

with 

Garbage 

Collect ion 

   

 

En v i r on m en t a l  
Cap aci t y  

3 .5 %  
Protected or 

Reforested 

Land 

 

     

 

I n f r ast r u ct u r e 
Cap aci t y  

      

 

 

Heal t h  Car e 
Cap aci t y  

6 .7  
Hospital 

Beds per 

10,000 

Persons 

6 .9  
Nurses per 

10,000 

Persons 

9 .3  
Physicians 

per 10,000 

Persons 

2 .2  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  

Hospital 

0 .5 2  
Vaccinat ion 

I ndex
5  

 

 

Com m u n icat ion s 
Cap aci t y  

3 4 .0 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Fixed 

Phone Line 

8 3 .6 %  
Households 

with Access 

to Mobile 

Phone 

   

 

 

Tr an sp or t a t ion  
Cap aci t y  

9 .7  k m  
Average 

Distance to 

Nearest  Port  

or Airport  

2 .7 6  k m  
Total Length 

of Road per 

km 2 (area)  

   

                                       

4 Cop in g  Cap aci t y :  The system s, m eans, and abilit ies of a count ry to absorb and respond to events that  could potent ially disrupt  norm al funct ion. 
5

 Vaccin at ion  Cov er age I n dex :  Coverage of DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus) , Polio, Tuberculosis, and Measles vaccinat ions. I ndex values range 

from  0 to 1, with 1 indicat ing higher coverage. 
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Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce ( LR)  

Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce 6  Ran k :  2 9  o f  3 2  Pr ov in ces ( Sco r e:  0 .3 9 2 )   

Santo Dom ingo’s score and ranking are due to very low Vulnerabilit y com bined with very high 

Coping Capacity scores. Santo Dom ingo ranks 28th in Vulnerabilit y and 6th in Coping Capacity. 

 

Table 5. The 3 Themat ic areas with the Weakest  Relat ive Scores 

 

En v i r on m en t a l  
Cap aci t y  

 

Pop u la t ion  
Pr essu r es 

 

Heal t h  Car e 
I n f r ast r u ct u r e  
Cap aci t y  

 

 

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk  ( MHR)  

Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk 7  Ran k :  8  o f  3 2  Pr ov in ces ( Sco r e:  0 .5 3 8 )   

Santo Dom ingo’s score and ranking are due to very high Mult i-Hazard Exposure com bined with 

very low Vulnerability and very high Coping Capacity.   

                                       

6 Lack  o f  Resi l ien ce :  The suscept ibilit y to im pact  from  the short - term  inability to absorb, respond to, and recover from disrupt ions to a count ry’s norm al 

funct ion. This index provides a hazard- independent  look at  current  socio-economic condit ions. 
7 Mu l t i - Hazar d  Risk :  The likelihood of losses or disrupt ions to a count ry’s norm al funct ion due to interact ion between m ult i-hazard exposure, 

socioeconomic vulnerability, and coping capacity. 

Figure 1. Province Mult i-Hazard Risk Com ponent  Scores Compared to Overall Average Count ry Scores 
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Su ccesses 

 

Hig h  econ om ic cap aci t y  
Ranked 6 of 32 provinces, high econom ic capacity indicates that  Santo Dom ingo 

m ay be able to invest  in addit ional m it igat ion and preparedness m easures at  the 

local and com m unity level. 

 

 

Hig h  ov er a l l  i n f r ast r u ct u r e cap aci t y  
Ranked 2 of 32 provinces, well developed infrast ructure – com m unicat ion, health 

care, t ransportat ion -  facilitates the exchange of inform at ion, and physical 

dist r ibut ion of goods and services to the populat ion. 

 

 

Hig h  ov er a l l  cop in g  cap aci t y  
Ranking 6 of 32 provinces, high coping capacity indicates the province’s abilit y, 

using exist ing skills and resources, to face and m anage adverse condit ions, 

em ergencies, or disasters. 

 

Recom m en d at ion s 

 

I m p r ov e en v i r on m en t a l  cap aci t y  
I nvest  in protected areas to reduce environm ental st ress and degradat ion.  

 

 

 

Red u ce p op u la t ion  p r essu r e 
Rapid populat ion changes are difficult  to plan for, and can destabilize social,  

econom ic, and environm ental system s. Analyze t rends in the province to 

determ ine potent ial populat ion changes and increase the update frequency of 

plans and SOPS to accom m odate the changes. 

 

 

Bu i ld  h ea l t h  car e cap aci t y  
Focus investm ents to increase access to health care and preventat ive m edicine, 

as well as t ransportat ion to im prove connect ivity and ensure that  health services 

can be reached by the ent ire populat ion. 

 

0 1  

0 2  

0 3  
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